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1907 SINGLE LANDAULETTE ON A CHASSIS SIMILAR TO 
THAT RECENTLY FOUND BY MR. NEWMAN IN FLORIDA. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR, 


Dear Sir, 


While concurring with the general sentiment expressed by the Federal President, 
Mr. G. Sandford-Morgan, re the admission of Bentley owners to membership of the Club 
I would take him up on one small point, which relates to the relative numbers of Rolls- 
Royce and Bentley cars sold in Australia in recent years. "Since 1946, Mr. Sandford- 
Morgan affirmed, "approximately three Bentleys have been sold in Australia to every one 
Rolls-Royce." Possible this is true (although not likely) between 1946-51, but since 1952 
(when official figures are available from the Commonwealth statistician) the proportion has 
been much different. From January 1952 to December 1961, 194 Bentleys and 186 Rolls- 
Royces were registered in Australia. It is further of interest that at least since 1956 the 
proportion of Rolls-Royces has much further increased, as from January 1956 to December 
1961, 132 Rolls-Royces and only 90 Bentleys have been registered. 


Anthony Strachan. 


Sir, 
In the last issue of this magazine (Summer, 1961-62), your correspondent "D.G.D" 
refers to a particular car as being “probably the best example of this mode} in the country.." 


I had previously been unaware of the wide sweep of his observations on this 
continent, but the wide sweep of his statement clears my doubt. I am only sorry he 
couldn't include other realms in his experiences too, as this would have made the 
statement rather more categorical. 


Yours severely, 


A Mann Egg'don........ SYDNEY 


Suite 12, "The Town House" 
65 Queens Road, Melbourne 
Dear Adrian, 7th May 1962. 


May I be permitted, through the Club Magazine, to thank all those members who 
very kindly expressed their sympathy following the recent death of my father, their kind 
thoughts are greatly appreciated. 


Since my father was associated with the motor industry throughout his working 
life, it may be of some interest if I may be permitted to give you a brief account of this 
association. 


His motoring career started in the 90's in South London and his first position of 
any consequence was with the Darracq Motor Company, where he became Works Manager. 
He joined Darracgs at the turn of the Century and remained with them for thirteen years. 
Their London Plant was located in the Lambeth Walk, my father lived in a house attached 
to the factory and I was born in this house. During his time at Darracqs he introduced 
the first aluminium pistons to be used in the motor car engine, and also the first white 
metal bearings, prior to this bronze bearings were used which frequently seized due to 
the fact that both the crankshaft and the bearings were hand fitted with a file. This 
invariably meant that if the bearing seized a new crankshaft was required, but by using 
white metal bearings the initial crankshaft could be used again, with a new bearing of 
course. 
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During this period the Darracq Motor Company were very prosperous, and had 
built a considerable name in the racing world, and around 1904 the time of Genevieve they 
were racing a 4 cylinder 70 h.p.car with some considerable success. One of which they 
eventually sold to a youn man called Malcolm Campbell, this car was purchased second- 
hand from the Darracq Motor Company and bore the name 'Bluebird'. Many years later my 
father was bestman at Malcolm Campbell's wedding, and I possess a silver cigarett case 
which was Campbell's gift on this occasion to my father. 


He had the distinction of teaching the King of Spain and the Emperor of Japan to 
drive, and was offerred the job of Engineer in Chief to the Japanese Emperor, this position 
was declined. 


Unfortunately in 1913 the Direct ors of the Darracq Motor Company decided upon 
an extensive change of policy with which my father was not in agreement, consequently he 
left them to open a business of his own in Crawford Street, off Baker Street, where he 
remained until he retired in 1956. The Darracq Motor Company rapidly lost business in the 
following years and were eventually taken over by the Talbot organisation. 


Whether or not you consider the above of general interest to Club Members I leave 
with you, but I would appreciate it if you could find room in the next quarterly magazine to 
give my thanks as expressed in the first paragraph. 


Kindest regards, 
Yours sincerely, 


E. J. Vidler. 


THE ROLLS-ROYCE VICTORIA. 


Si 


PATRICK KANE-WHITE AND GAVIN LADSEN 
AT KALORAMA IN THEIR 20'S. 


"THE MC WILLIAMS WINES INVITATION RUN TO CESSNOCK AND 
THE MOUNT PLEASANT VINEYARDS - FEBRUARY 1962" 
or “A MOST DELIGHTFUL WEEKEND." 


It is a rare event indeed which pleases everyone (especially when ‘everyone’ 
numbers over one hundred persons), yet when all are not only pleased, but are thoroughly 
delighted, the circumstance becomes one to remember for a long time. 


The occasion in question was the invitation run to the Mount Pleasant Vineyards 
by Mc Williams Wines Pty. Ltd., on February 24 and 25, to join in the festivities of the 
opening of the 1962 Vintage Season or the beginning of the grape picking. 


The weekend began in the very early hours of Saturday morning when twenty three 
cars left Sydney, a few also from country areas and one from Queensland, to travel the one 
hundred and thirty or so miles to be at Cessnock by 10.15 a.m. Upon arrival and after 
removing some small traces of road grit and a rain storm encountered on the way, cars lined 
up in order of age for a Police escorted procession through the main streets of Cessnock. 
Some momentary concern was caused by the slightly late arrival of the N.S.W. Club 
President, Frank Meek, in his magnificent 1921 Cunard Bodied (Cabriolet) Ghost, 
(affectionately known as "Harriet"). This was the first time on the road since completion 
of restoration for Harriet, so a minor carburettor problem was readily excused. 


The people of Cessnock turned out in force and gave an excellent reception to the 
procession. Perhaps they were a little awed by the large numbers of Rolls-Royces, and 
certainly impressed by the great variety of headgear in evidence (judging by the comments). 
The Club at the end of the procession had the honour to be accorded a civic reception by the 
Mayor of Cessnock at which many kind thoughts were expressed by both parties. 


In the afternoon following lunch in their various hotels, members and friends joined 
with Mc Williams representatives to visit two vineyards several miles out of Cessnock. 
After much tasting of delicious grapes at the first vineyards, all proceeded to the famous 
Mount Pleasant Vineyards and Winery where the fun of the evening really began. 


The Hunter River Valley at most times is a delightful place, but the Club was more 
than fortunate to be there soon after a fairly wet season when the lushness of the country- 
side was more than usually apparent (especially in the near perfect weather enjoyed for the 
rest of the weekend. In addition, the Mount Pleasant Vineyards are set directly at the side 
of the valley beside Mount Pleasant itself, so that the most sweeping views were to be had. 
These surroundings, when combined with the most congenial and generous of hosts, an 
abundance of fine food and a copious supply of excellent wine added up to the ingredients 
for a perfect evening. 


After everyone had been shown in groups around the vineyards and winery with 
detailed explanations of the processes of picking and wine making, members were given the 
chance to do a bit of wine tasting. (Needless to say, just about everyone was in this.) 


After taking sherry (three types available) members were handed two glasses each 
and under the expert direction of Mc Williams Technical Director, all proceeded to drink 
their way through two types of Reisling, Claret, Sauterne and Champagne. Needless to say 
most people by this time were very happy. 


A short session of coloured slides was then shown and even if they had been the 
dullest slides imaginable (they weren't) no Marx Bros. film ever had a more amused or 
happier audience. After these activities (held in the winery) all repaired to the vineyards 
themselves, where, under coloured lights, there was to be had a feast of Bacchanalian 
proportions. 
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Firstly, barbecue meats were served, then all repaired to long trestle tables 
groaning under the weight of such goodies as turkey, chicken, ham, roast pit, lobster 
prawns etc. All this, of course, was washed down with copious draughts of champagne. 
As would be expected the vocal chords of many members were well exercised before the 
evening was over. (Mc Williams had thoughtfully provided live musical accompaniment .) 


Surprisingly enough, no members lost their way on the moonlit trip back to Cessnock 
but perhaps this was due to the good shepherding by Mc Williams representatives. However, 
a few shrieking Klaxons in the main street of Cessnock at midnight indicated normal sobriety 
had deteriorated somewhat. 


The following morning, after a good nights rest, all cars set off to the Cessnock air 
strip to take part in what must be the most successful gymkhana the Club has yet had. This 
was due to three factors, (1) the excellence of the surroundings for such activities, (2) the 
well organised running of the events, and (3) the good spirit of the large crowd and the 
members entering. 


Approximately 1500 of the locals turned up to watch these events, which, the Club 
likes to think, they enjoyed very much. Due to the large number of cars it was necessary to 
run each event in heats, and also due to the time factor there could be no individual events. 
However, (and future gymkhana organisers might note) this proved anything but a bar to the 
success of the morning. 


The first event was a standing quarter mile. Drivers were required to run to their 
cars, jump in, and accelerate over a measured quarter mile. This event proved highly 
exciting and was great fun. As can be imagined there was considerable competition between 
the drivers, especially between three and four speed Twenty owners. This event was won in 
the final run off of heat winners by Dick Heher in his 1929 Phantom I Windovers saloon. (As 
an act of respect we leave out the name of the member who started in this event with his hand 
brake on.) 


The second event was a slow race, also over a measured distance. Drivers were 
required to walk beside their cars. This event, which caused considerable amusement, and 
not a little amazement amongst the spectators, was won by Graham Soderland in his 1928 
20 h.p. Baker limousine. The third event was merely a display oi driving skill. Each car 
was required to accelerate quickly, brake, reverse, brake, and then in a forwards direction 
run in and out of several stakes. This all proved most spectacular for the onlookers. As 
the event was not timed there was no winner announced. 


Following this highly successful gymkhana all repaired in their cars to a very nicely 


served luncheon which activity very pleasantly brought to a close the weekend doings. 


A.C.S. 
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MOST ARISTOCRATIC JAM. 
From the London Daily Telegraph. 


What was probably the most expensive and exclusive traffic jam in Britain 
formed outside Blenheim Palace at Woodstock, Oxfordshire, yesterday. More than 
730 Rolls-Royces and Bentleys queued up to enter the palace grounds for the largest 
get-together of the aristocratic cars ever assembled. 


It was the first combined rally by the Bentley Drivers‘ Club and four Rglls- 
Royce clubs, the 20-Ghost Club, Rolls-Royce Enthusiasts’ Club, Rolls-Royce 
section of the Vintage Sports Car club and Midland Rolls-Royce Club. 


The object was to commemorate the visit to Britain of 39 members of the 
Rolls-Royce Owners' Club (Inc.) of America. An official of Rolls-Royce Ltd. put 
the total value of the cars when new at more than €2 million, taking an average 
price of £3,000 a car. 


About 45,000 Rolls-Royces and Bentleys have been produced to date, 25,000 
before the war. Practically every model was represented. The most expensive of 
the modern cars was a Phantom \V. price more than £9,500 including purchase tax. 


"FANTASTIC" RALLY. 
1906 Silver Ghost. 


Mr. Stanley Sears, president of the 20-Ghost Club said: “It is the most 
fantastic collection of Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars ever assembled. We had hoped 
to get about 250." 


The London contingent was led by the original 1906 Silver Ghost which has 
covered more than 400,000 miles. It is owned by Rolls-Royce. 


RAREST IN WORLD. 
1906 Model absent 


The rarest Rolls-Royce in the world, a 1906 six cylinder 30 h.p. model, was 
not there. 


It was found abandoned in the Australian bush, with trees growing through the 
chassis, in 1956 and acquired by Mr. Sears three years ago. The restored engine was 
started for the first time on Saturday when American club members visited Mr. Sears's 
home at Bolney, Sussex. 
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DAVID JONES 1933 PHANTOM II LIMOUSINE. 


Chassis No. 93 MW. 

Engine No. ; HF 95. 

Cylinders: 6, 43" bore, 53" Stroke, 7668 c.c. Capacity. 
Coachwork: Arthur Mulliner. 


OWNER"S ACCOUNT. 


1 had been looking for a Vintage Rolls Royce Car for some time and was lucky 
enough to purchase the above car in March of 1961. The car, which is completely original 
was generally in poor condition, the aluminium ARTHUR MULLINER body having several 
splits in it, most of the original paint work on the mudguards was chipping off and there 
were dents and scratches all round. All the windows were cracked and the body was 
generally in need cf a lot of repair. 


The interior upholstery had been painted black with a brush that must have been a 
veteran, and the wood work was ina very sad condition. Being the first car I had ever 
restored I could not decide where to begin the restoration programme, but after finding a 
decent garage large enough to take the 21' 6" in length,I started pulling the interior apart. 
All the wood work was taken out, which was partly covered in paint, sanded down to the 
original grain, and to my delight I found it to be Italian Walnut with the window trimmings 
made of teak. The sanding, staining and finishing with a plastic finisher, took fifty hours, 
but when the job was finished the wood was as good as new. Very little re-veneering had 
to be done. 


The leather upholstery, other than the black paint covering it, was in good 
condition. I had to do a little sewing, but after scraping off some of the paint I found the 
original colour to be light blue. I sprayed the interior of the car with leather lacquer back 
to its original colour. The carpet in the back was very ragged so a new carpet was purchased 
and it is now in the back compartment. The front compartment is covered in the original 
rubber matting which is in perfect condition. While working on the upholstery, I had all 
the broken windows replaced and the door hinges and door handles re-chromed and generally 
restored the whole interior. All instruments were checked and repaired where necessary. 


The cracks in the aluminium body were welded together, panel beating was carried 
out and the fenders and top of the car were painted from the original colour of black to royal 
blue. The front and side panels are in the original colour of light blue. 


The engine was very noisy and was completely overhauled in the recommended 
Rolls-Royce manner and to their strict specifications. The engine was completely dis- 
mantled, degreased and measurements were taken. The crankshaft was dismantled, cleaned 
out and found to be in perfect condition. The cam shaft was machined and re-built, as were 
the cam followers. Con Rod bearings and shims were remetalled to size and the Con Rods 
were aligned. Oil ways were checked and repaired, the bores honed out and the pistons 
expanded to size and new rings were fitted, and now the motor has been bored and sleeved 
and new pistons and pins, brought out from England, have been fitted. 


The block was cleaned out and de-rusted and new bearings were fitted to the timing 
gear. The clutch was in need of repair and a new clutch and component parts were fitted. 
Also a complete overhaul and re-building of the vibration damper was carried out. Several 
holes in the head were repaired and the overhead rocker gear was totally dismantled and re- 
built, as was the Water Pump. 
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The exhaust muffler was re-built and a new carburetor muffler was acquired and 
placed on the car. There was some repair needed in the tail shaft and universal joints and 
this was carried out. The complete Engine inside was cleaned and polished. 


The Distributor, Starter Motor, Generator and all Electrical Gears were dismantled 
cleaned, re-built and adjustments made. The Magneto and the fuel system were re-wired 
and the fuel line checked. The Petrol Tank was cleaned out and new filters fitted. The auto- 
vac system was overhauled and repaired. The one-shot lubrication system was checked and 
the oil pump was overhauled, wheel bearings were removed, packed and adjusted, brakes were 
re-lined and drums machined to suit. Two new tyres were also purchased. 


This work took some six months and while it was being carried out I traced down the 
history of this particular vehicle. To my amazement I found it to be originally a Victorian car. 
On writing to Rolls-Royce, England, they could give me little of the history of the car but 
informed me that it was delivered new on the 26th August, 1933, when the Guarantee became 
effective. iy 


On tracing through the past owners I found that in 1933 the car was bought by Miss 
May Brooks, the sister of Sir Norman Brooks. For two years she travelled, with a chauffeur, 
around England and the Continent and in 1935 she shipped the car and the chauffeur out to 
Australia. In 1939, Miss Brooks died in Australia and the car had travelled, at that stage, 
forty thousand miles. For fifteen years between 1939 and 1954 the car was not driven and 
was in the garage of Sir Norman Brooks at Mt. Eliza, Victoria, and I feel that this is where 
the car deteriorated to some extent. In 1954 the car was purchased by two men, an 
advertising executive, Mr. Spooner and a Mr. Lynch, who was mainly interested in restoring 
the car. They had the car for two years and in December 1956 sold it to a Mr. John Glavin, 
who, on the night of its purchase, drove it to Western Australia, arriving there in three days 
with six passengers on board. 


Mr. Glavin travelled approximately 7,500 miles in the car until he sold it in 1958. 
Whilst accumulating this mileage the car was pulling horse floats and doing a lot of hard 
work on his farm. During the time the car was in his possession, Mr. Glavin had it 
completely re-wired by Joseph Lucas at a cost of £270 and new head lining placed in it. In 
September 1958, Mr. Glavin sold the car to a Mr. Ben Ludlow, an electrical engineer of 
Bayswater, Western Australia. Mr. Ludlow drove the car every day and in February 1961 he 
sold it to a Mr. Coleman, who drove it, once again, across the Nullabor Plain to Victoria, 
where I was lucky enough to purchase it from him. When 1 purchased the car the mileage 
read 76,462 and this is thought to be the original mileage. 


During the eight months of restoration many hours of work have gone into this car 
but I have had a lot of very willing help from my friends. The car is now completed, even to 
the registration number - DJ 111 which also took many hours to acquire. I have tried to 
restore the car to its original state and I feel that now it is as close to the original as it 
could be. 


On completion of the car I invited one of the earlier owners to look at it. Every- 
thing was alright until he came to the back of the car. His statement then was, "Oh* but 
where is the trunk?" It must have been lost early in its life as I could find no trace of 
it, soI set off again, designed and built a trunk for the back of the car, which is as near to 
the original trunk as I could get. 


I do not know of another ARTHUR MULLINER bodied Phantom II in Australia but if 
there is one I would be delighted to correspond with the Owner. 
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There has been a considerable demand for a motor car with a full landau type of body, which will carry four persons 
in the interior as comfortably as the ordinary horse-drawn landau, but it has been almost impossible to supply a chassis of a 
type suitable to take a body of this length and form. Thanks, however, to the new type Rolls-Royce engine it is now 


a matter of facility to mount a carriage body of the full landau type on to a chassis as illustrated above. 


The mechanism of this car is of the same type as the R.-R. “ Landaulet Par Excellence,” f.e., it is designed for town 
or country use, to run on ordinary roads, up-hill, down-hill, and on the level, without changing gear, and is noiseless, shockless, 


smokeless and odourless. 


PRICE, with carriage work by Barker & Co., upholstered in best Morocco or Buffalo Hide, painted in colours 
to choice, patent leather wings, patent leather swan-shaped dash, electric light to interior, electric 
telegraph and indicator for communication with driver, driver's foot-bell, also including tyres, best brass 
FEnglish-made “Rolls” dash lamps, brass horn, regulation tail lamp, set of tools and spare parts, lifting 
jack, tyre pump, and repair outfit - - - - - - - £1,275. 


The R.-R. MOTOR LANDAU, with 8-cylinder invisible V-engine. 


FROM THE ROLLS ROYCE CATALOGUE OF 1905. 
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1907 SILVER GHOST FOUND IN FLORIDA. 


Your editor has just received a letter from Mr. Millard W. Newman of Tampa, 
Florida, saying that he has recently acquired chassis No.553 which was delivered to a 
customer in the U.S.A. during 1907. This is probably the most interesting piece of Rolls- 
Royce news we have had this year as the Silver Ghost the thirteenth 40/50 Rolls-Royce built 
is chassis No. 551 and it would appear that Mr. Newman's car was only two later. It is 
understood that the chassis is in very poor condition and missing many parts but this is not 
likely to deter Mr. Newman, who has tackled a Silver Ghost restoration before when he 
restored a 1912 car. : 


Mr. Newman has asked the Australian Rolls-Royce Owners Club to assist him by 
sending him a copy of the 1909 parts list which Mr. Robinson has taken much trouble to have 
reprinted. We will all look forward, with much interest, to hearing of Mr. Newman's progress 
and hope soon to have some photographs to publish in this magazine. 


The following extract appeared in the Rolls-Royce News in October 1956. 


"Driving this beautifully-restored 1912 Silver Ghost among the sleek, shining products of 
the American automobile industry gives Mr. Millard W. Newman of Tampa, Florida, USA.,a 
lot of fun and pleasure. 


"I don't believe that in the history of the Rolls-Royce Company there has been an owner more 
proud of his Rolls-Royce than I am," he says. "If you could see this fine, stately old Ghost 
driving on the streets of Tampa you would be very proud that this car bears the Rolls-Royce 
name." 


When Mr. Newman bought the Silver Ghost he found it had been modernised about 1918 or 
1920. Worse, both cylinder blocks were smashed. Reconditioning the car was obviously 
going to be a major job, and Mr. Newman knew nothing at all about Silver Ghosts. He wrote 
to the Motor Car Division Service Station, Hythe Road, London, for help. Could they supply 
a Silver Ghost instruction book and a pair of cylinder blocks? "J intend to restore the car to 
perfect mint condition in every respect," he said, "but the engine seems so complicated that 
I don't even know how to start it." 


After a long search Hythe Road found a manual, and an old pair of cylinder block castings 
which needed a lot of modifying and machining. 


With the aid of the manual, and advice from Hythe Road, Mr. Newman went to work on the 
Silver Ghost. A few engine parts had to be returned to Hythe Road, but he did everything else 
himself. After six months' spare-time work the job was finished, except for the cylinder 
blocks. Eighteen coats of paint gave the veteran a sparkle it hadn't had for years. 


When the blocks reached Tampa, Mr. Newman wrote to Hythe Road: "I would like to 
compliment you on the fine cylinder blocks. The workmanship and skill that have gone into 
into them is perfect. They are simply beautiful." 


Then came news that the car had run. “Within three days of receiving the cylinder blocks 
I had the Rolls-Royce running," Mr. Newman said. "It is as quiet as any modern car. In 
fact ] believe that this car is better than the car I drive every day. The workmanship and 
precision that have been put into this Rolls-Royce, in my opinion have never been equalled 
in any automobile engine right up to the present day.” 
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THE 1914 ALPINE TRIAL - CONCLUSION. 


"The Tavern and the Katschberg. Terrors of The Turracherhohe. 
“Off Day" of 480 miles. A bridge carried away ...." 


Prepared from "The Autocar" July 4th 1914 by Peter Harwin. 


Last issue left The Great Alpine Trial in an “off day" - Saturday, 20th June 1914 - 
where the competitors were resting at Innsbruch, prior to tackling the next stage on Sunday 
morning. It also left our journalist friends agog with wonder as to the whereabouts of James 
Radley and their own, private Rolls-Royce "skiff" which he'd borrowed. Their concern was 
excusable; it was their car and they were "fuming" at the notion of missing some of the trial 
through its late return; they were furthermore not consoled by the car's lack of lights (through 
generator failure), especially since “we did not suppose that it was being driven at exactly a 
snail's pace or was especially immune from the risks of road travel"; and the rumours they'd 
just heard of its storming the Brenner Pass with two gendarmes aboard gave them an un- 
conscionable fear of those gentlemen‘ 


In fact Freeston and his friends spent that Saturday in something of a turmoil of 
hoping and consoling each other. "We waited on the pavement till long after dinner, and 
eventually went to bed in the hope of finding the car waiting outside the hotel at 4 a.m., 
which was the hour at which we had agreed to start. 


And so it was ....." One can picture that bleak company, edging about on a blank 
spectacle of seeing the town methodically retiring for the night, with no amount of straining 
and peering bringing their Rolls-Royce any nearer. 


Radley had - of course: - performed a feat of some excitement. Since his departure 
on the Friday evening he'd slept for only a few hours (when lack of lights made travel in- 
convenient), and continued at 5.30 a.m. on the Saturday to cover "the stiffest portion of the 
whole contest" - a distance of 480 miles - in a travelling time of 19 hrs. 20 mins. on the 
road. Havjng seen the remaining terrors of the trial - one of them "not so bad" (The 
Turracherhohe), another one “a corker" (Radenthein Hill) - "he came down debonairly as 
ever as we left Innsbruch at 4. a.m. for the Tavern Katschberg journey." The gendarmes, 
incidentally, had merely been given a lift over the Brenner (which he'd descended "in inky 
darkness after 10 o'clock"). 


The trip to the Tavern pass was relatively uneventful, though the Pass itself was 
1: 4.3 at the steepest part - quite a haul. However the next Pass, the Katschberg, had been 
determined by the officials as the formal safeguard against abnormally low gears; competitors 
had to ascend in a given time (according to cylinder capacity) , telephones being installed to 
“clock" the cars on their climb. 


The steepest gradient here was 1] in 3.6 - a sturdy challenge to the bravest: "At 
12.40 Radley camp up like a bird amid the cheers of the Englishmen in the crowd." He was 
allowed 11 min. 45 secs. but did it in 7 mins. 16 secs. The other English cars also ascended 
within their limites, except the Singer which had sparking plug trouble lower down. 


Great excitement, and the keenest discrimination, were displayed by the crowd of 


spectators, “as car after car came up it was always a problem whether those which were 
pulsating slowly were at their last gasp or had accelerative power in hand for the final pitch, 
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and waiting for the rising note or otherwise was the chief interest of the scene. Of course 
some drivers approached all out with a fast running engine, and the question then became 
whether it would die down to zero before the top or not ..." It's not difficult to visualize 
the philosophical natives observing this grim battle with matter-of-fact drollery, and the 
English spectators huzzah-ing the Silver Ghost with controlled abandon. 


When Frau Hauswaldt topped the crest she indulged in somewhat more gallery play 
with repeated arm-waving, than was altogether agreeable to contemplate..." 


The No. 9 Cadillac (5,960 cc) had to chase a Puch (3,560 c.c) all the way up the 
final rise, being faster than the car in front, but not quite fast enough to be able to rush by. 


A moving sight must have been No. 15 - Praga (a modest,3,820 cc) - which required 
four attempts to transport its 203 stone driver to the top without assistance. 


On the ninth day - June 22nd, “came the day of days" writes Freeston. This 
slightly incredible "knock-out" section, beginning at the dreaded Turracherhohe Pass 
(which Radley had already explored in the "skiff") retains its horror and freshness best if 
Freeston's own words (in rather large chunks,I admit) are’kept! 


"Straightaway from Villach we plunged into a narrow lane leading past two lakes 
and full of ruts and grease, over which we bumped and skated. Then at Radenthein we came 
across two chain horses in readiness, and found ourself climbing an activity of one foot rise 
in three on a slippery surface and between banks that almost scraped the wings. We got up 
it safely enough, but it was touch and go where adhesion was concerned, and had given 
Radley, in fact, an anxious moment the day before ... Many cars would fail to ascend in dry 
weather but on grease it would be no disgrace for even the best to be stalled with spinning 
wheels. 


Anything more lurid than the ascent I have never dreamed of in my wildest night- 
mares. Deep Gulleys spanned the road every few yards ... and the Pass rose to 5,783ft. 
from 3,542 ft. Owing to the deep caniveave (or ruts) the drivers could not take the rise at 
their best speed, especially if the flywheel or gear box was too low, but in any case the 
bumping was something too horrible for words. 


The rear passengers on every car were forced to hang their whole weight on to what- 
ever they could clutch to avoid broken spines. If the road had been open in character and the 
cars could have been kept in view throughout, their upward progress must have seemed as 
ludicrously gymnastic to the spectators as it was painful to the passengers... Near the top 
the road was so narrow that one could hardly point one's camera without danger of being 
bowled over. 


Every car which stuck either on the hill outside Radenthein or in the Pass, made it 
impossible for those immediately behind to do themselves justice, and as a result there was 
plenty of work for the horses, and everyone was breathing maledictions on the man who 
discovered this awful route, which proved a trump card for the committee as a "knock-out." 
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This piece of frightfulness being overcome, the remainder of the trip to Vienna 
seems almost tame; that is, apart from a sudden violent tornado at Salzburg which swept 
away unfastened bonnet aprons and competitors position numbers and blinded everyone 
with grit; and the carrying away of a bridge by a swollen river; or the near strike by 
lightning of a Singer driver, who thus bent an axle on a road bank and straightened it over 
a cottage fire after a few hours heating; or again, the same driver's near escape in almost 
driving over a non-existent bridge into a flood. 


“Hats off to a display of true British pluck: wrote Freeston. “There are 
manufacturers in plenty who are afraid to enter for The Alpine Trial, and legions of tourists 
too timorous to essay even the easy gradients and sand papered surfaces of the modern 
passes; but an honorable minority comes forward and redeems the race from the charge of 
decadence." Rather an unsubtle statement, but also rather endearing: 


The final event was a timed speed trial of 3 miles, about 130 miles from Vienna, 
the finishing point. ‘Radley arrived first at the start (near Wels) and busied himself in 
getting ready for the time test. Over the rear portion of the car he placed a cover with two 
holes which fitted over the heads of his fellow passengers and observer, and a very comical 
picture they presented - as though buried to their necks in the ground. 


Radley began his flying start on the 2nd gear and had just changed on to 4th when 
he reached the streamer at the timed start of the 3 mile stretch. Allowed 2 mins. 55 3/5secs. 
he did it in 2 mins. 43 3/5 secs., an average of 68.9 m.p.h. 


Freeston and company followed on their 40-50 h.p. "skiff" - a standard touring 
model, in full touring trim with luggage, and did 73 m.p.h. on the speedometer (though the 
run was an unofficial one). 


Both Rolls-Royces, the one a competitor, the other a spectator, were the first cars 
into Vienna at the end of that exhausting Alpine Contest. 


Radley's car emerged unscathed from the final examination for condition after the 
trial, though he drove solely for the glory of being first each day, and made by far the fastest 
times on the Katschberg Pass and on the flat, "The car itself was supreme and its performance 
might be classed with the finest ever achieved by an English built car." 


The rather complicated final points list, and the very interesting details of other 
competitors, are not really of such great interest in this article, but are available on page 
34 to 36 of the July 4th edition. 


Sixteen cars emerged without penalties under any headings at all (e.g. an involuntary 
stop, exceeding the one minute allowed for starting up, breaking the bonnet seal even if no 
repair were made, taking in petrol or water during the day's run, stopping on a hill climb, and 
exceeding the stipulated time on the speed trial). 


The bulk of these successful cars were of 3} to 3 litres capacity, an interesting 
point. As Rolls-Royce enthusiasts we may overlook the extraordinarily fine achievements 
of many other competitors; it was not a Rolls-Royce "slaughter", yet the Rolls-Royce was 
the only high powered car to emerge point free, and the contemporary picture of it churning 
into the flying speed trials can only stir our devotion more. 
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HE DID 
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HARD WAY 


OR four years, from 1907 to 1911, 
no major changes were made in 
the famous Silver Ghost chassis. Report- 
ing the 1910 Olympia Show, the 
Automotor Journal said: ‘If there is a 
chassis in the world that deserves to be 
its maker’s sole exhibit, that machine is 
the Rolls-Royce. On the manufacturer’s 
own stand the machinery is unadorned. 
Judged by present-day standards it is a 
perfect job. Any engineer would admit 
as much from purely technical con- 
siderations. Of far more importance to 
the motorist is that this refinement is 
reflected in the actual running of the 
car.’ 


The exhibit was unique, a single, 
polished show chassis, with a few minor 
new features to make the control of the 
car easier and to secure a further degree 
of engine efficiency. 


Stopped on hill 


Brave words by the Automotor 
Journal; but in 1912 a Rolls-Royce car 
competing in the Austrian Alpine trials 
came to a standstill on a hill which other 
(foreign) cars surmounted without 
difficulty. Nor could any blame be 
placed on the driver, for it was none 
other than the brilliant James Radley. 


As a result of this, Royce and his team 
set to work on a much improved chassis 
which was ready towards the end of 
1912. Once more an exhibition chassis 
was called for which would show off to 
perfection all the new features. The 
Works Manager himself, Arthur 
Wormald, inspected and approved the 
parts until a suitably high standard had 
been established. Let us hear what 
Arthur Clarke, who was personally 
affected, had to say about it! 


“Now, to produce a show chassis in 
those days, when all finishing was by 
hand, was not only hard work, but most 
painful to your finger-tips,’ he relates. 


‘In fact, we used to dread the first start 
in the morning. One day I shall never 
forget was the day the chassis frame 
was brought in. Even this, every inch of 
it, had to be brought up to the same high 
finish by hand. Many hands helped, and 
there were many sore finger-tips and 
much perspiration. 


‘At last it was finished. The Directors 
inspected it and were generous in their 
approval. “Before it goes away,” they 
said, “we will let the people of Derby 
see it.”’ So on the Saturday prior to its 
first exhibition, Arthur gave a final 


polish before the doors were opened to 
the public. He was busy polishing when 
three special visitors entered. Arthur 
recognised one as Sir Henry Fowler, 
Chief Engineer of the Midland Railway. 
They scrutinised the gleaming chassis 
with great care and discussed each 
detail. 


The proof! 


Finally, Sir Henry called Arthur over 
and enquired whether the chassis had 
been nickel-plated. He was assured that 
it had not. ‘Can you be sure of that, 
young man?’ said Sir Henry. ‘I can 
indeed, sir,’ replied Arthur, holding out 
his fingertips. ‘These are the results of 
getting this finish.’ Sir Henry gave 
Arthur a friendly pat on the back, 
saying, ‘Young man, the finest finished 
job I have ever seen!’ 


The chassis was the highlight of the 
1912 Show and later it graced the Rolls- 
Royce showrooms in Conduit Street. It 
was still on display there at the outbreak 
of the first World War. 


Basis of the Alpine Eagle 


The polished 1912 exhibition chassis. Production models of this type formed the basis 
of the famous Alpine Eagle, which swept the board in the Austrian Alpine trials of 1913 


and 1914. 


The new features which were shown to the public for the first time on this chassis were 
cantilever rear springing, four speed gearbox with direct drive on top gear (superseding 
the three-speed gearbox), improved ground clearance, gearbox-driven air pump for 
pressurizing the rear-mounted petrol tank and increased capacity cooling system. Many 
of these features were developed on the experimental Colonial model. The features 
introduced on this chassis remained until production of the Silver Ghost ceased in 1925. 


The polished chassis was seen by thousands of Derby people before it was exhibited 
officially. It was on view in the old despatch area, now occupied by the Nightingale Road 


medical centre. 
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EXTERNAL VIBRATION DAMPER ON SILVER GHOSTS 


One of the rare Silver Ghosts fitted with an external vibration damper has been 
located in Adelaide, It is owned by Charles Wright, and the chassis number 1524 dates 
from early 1911. It has the normal type of slipper flywheel (E.1021-2) 13 in diameter 
but this is located in front of the wheelcase or timing case. The cast aluminium wheel- 
case differs from the small wheelcase (C.926) of the earlier Silver Ghosts in that the oil 
catcher ring (C.1126) and its retaining studs are omitted and there are two brackets, one 
on each side of the damper. These brackets secure the starting handle support which 
forms a bridge across the front of the flywheel and fan pulley and which locates the rear 
end of the starting handle. The starting handle support is a massive aluminium casting 
some five inches longer than part No. E.1036, 10. 13/]6th" long, which was later used 
with the larger wheelcase. 


According to the Catalogue of Parts for Series 1400 to 1600 the slipper flywheel 
was introduced during series 1500 (in 1911) and the larger wheelcase was designed to 
house it during the same series. It appears that a very few external vibration dampers 
were fitted during this transition stage. 


The vibration damper on Silver Ghosts from 1911 and or the later models up to 
20/25 h.p. chassis GKT-21 and P.11 chassis 172-XJ was a combination of two separate 
devices, the slipper flywheel and the spring drive crankshaft pinion. (See S.1.L. No. E5). 
It is worthy of note that the spring drive was first introduced on Silver Ghosts in 1910 
with the 1200 series. The modified spring drive of 1911 and the slipper flywheel in the 
catalogue carry the following footnote - "*Parts of R.R. patent Crankshaft Vibration 
Damper and Spring Drive." This apparently was Sir Henry Royce's final answer to Dr. 
Lanchester, and his device was sufficiently advanced from the Lanchester patent for 
Sir Henry to register his own patent. 


F. M. Robinson 
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BOOK REVIEWS. 
"THE SILVER LADY" by Neville Minchin. 


This book is unlikely to appeal to a wide section of the public and will be passed 
over by those whose main interest in literature is confined to detective stories or the dubious 
imported paperbacks which have recently engulfed our bookshops. For the Rolls-Royce 
enthusiasts, however, and especially for the ones interested in Silver Ghosts, this is a book 
to be read, with quiet enjoyment and placed on the shelf beside those other motoring books 
for reading in later years. , 


It is the life story of a London-to-Edinburgh Silver Ghost from birth at Derby in 1911 
to honourable retirement in the Montague Motor Museum. It is written in the first person, "I" 
being the Silver Ghost. The thoughts and feelings of the four wheeled heroine are described 
in an interesting and charming style which we have not experienced since reading "Black 
Beauty" at the age of nine. But once the reader has escaped from the modern world into this 
other dimension, the book becomes an exciting adventure story. 


The chapters are full of historical Rolls-Royce incidents and anecdotes, some new 
and many which have been told before, but all entertaining. You might say that this isa 
historical novel in which the author weaves his fictional story around true and legendary 
facts which befell many different Silver Ghosts and he relates them all as the adventures 
of one outstanding car. 


Books available from Autobooks, 104 Islingword Road Brighton, Sussex, England 
£1.6.3. Sterling - post free. This is equivalent to £A1.12.10. but books cost a little more 
in Australian bookshops. 


Also announced by Autobooks as available at 10/6d. sterling - post free, is another 
new book, “ROLLS-ROYCE IN THE THIRTIES" = a collection of road tests, articles and 
reviews of Rolls-Royce cars reprinted from "The Autocar" and “The Motor" of the 1930/39 
period. It covers the PII, PII Continental, PIII, 20/25, 25/30 and Wraith and there are 
articles on specialist coachwork. There are 66 pages 10" x 8" fully illustrated. 


This book has not reached Australia yet but it looks promising - The Autobooks 
pamphlet states "delivery by return of post". 


F.M. Robinson 
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